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Notions of space, vision and light run through the abstract art of the 20th century and interest 
many world renowned contemporary artists such as Ann Veronica Janssens, Anish Kapoor, 
John Armleder, Carsten Höller, Philippe Decrauzat, Jeppe Hein, Felice Varini and Xavier 
Veilhan. By putting vibration along with the spectator’s perception in the centre of their works, 
they set up multiple resonances with optical and kinetic art, which first emerged at the 
Movement exhibition in Denise René’s Paris gallery in 1955, but also, more broadly, with 
what was later called “perceptual art” at the exhibition The Responsive Eye at the Museum of 
Modern Art in New York in 1965. 

In an unprecedented move, the whole of the Galeries nationales du Grand Palais, an area of 
about 3,700 square metres, has been made available for the exhibition, in order to present 
almost 150 artists, who contributed to the development of this approach over a hundred 
years or so. Outstanding among them are Julio Le Parc, François Morellet, Gianni Colombo, 
Jesús Rafael Soto, Dan Flavin, Hans Haacke, James Turrell, Yayoi Kusama, Victor Vasarely, 
Kenneth Noland, Jean Tinguely, Yaacov Agam, Tony Conrad, Pol Bury, Alexander Calder, 
Marcel Duchamp, Gerhard von Graevenitz, Christian Megert, Nicolas Schöffer, Bridget Riley, 
Dan Graham, Takis, Gregorio Vardanega,  as group of artists such the GRAV (Group of 
visual Arts research), and the group Zero. 

After an introduction that starts with the most recent work and goes back in time, the 
exhibition puts the emphasis on the dialogue between the various periods, seeking to show 
the continuity of these ideas and their complex interweaving. The two main parts – “Vision” 
and “Space” – are divided into sixteen subsections dealing with various aspects of 
phenomenal experience: immateriality, monochrome, interference, immersion, flickering, 
haziness, instability, distortion, the void, the invisible and permutation.  

Visitors are greeted by Fujiko Nakaya’s mist sculpture in Jean Perrin Square. The exhibition 
ends with the earliest period and the forerunners of the movement: Giacomo Balla, Robert 
Delaunay, František Kupka, Marcel Duchamp, Hans Richter, Alexander Calder, Alexander 

Dynamo 
A century of light and motion 
in art, 1913-2013 
 
10 april - 22 july 2013 
 
Grand Palais 
Champs-Elysées entrance 
 

 

 

An exhibition organised by the Réunion des  
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François Morellet, Grid Sphere (detail), 1963, steel, photograph of the exhibition at the Musée d’Art moderne, Paris, 3rd Paris 
biennial, 1963, Essen, Folkwang Museum Collection © Adagp, Paris 2013 
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Rodchenko and László Moholy-Nagy and others, who were the first to try to express a 
profoundly abstract, dynamic, immaterial conception of reality through painting, sculpture or 
film.  
 
.................... 

general curator : Serge Lemoine 
curator : Matthieu Poirier 
associate curators : Domitille d’Orgeval and Marianne Le Pommeré 
exhibition design : Véronique Dollfus 
............................ 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

press contacts : 
 
Réunion des musées 
nationaux -Grand Palais  
254 – 256 rue de Bercy 
75577 Paris cedex 12 
 
Florence Le Moing 
florence.lemoing@rmngp.fr 
01 40 13 47 62 
 

Svetlana Stojanovic 
svetlana.stojanovic@rmngp.fr 
01 40 13 49 95 
 

publications by the Réunion des 
musées nationaux-Grand Palais, 
Paris 2013  

 

-  exhibition catalogue  
368 pages, 24,5 x 29 cm, 350 
illustrations, € 45  
 
-  exhibition album  
21 x 26,5 cm, 48 pages, € 10  
 
-  DVD The image in movement,   
a film by Sylvain Roumette, 52 min,  
€ 19,9  
 

audioguides: French, Deutsh, 
English, Spanish, and Italian € 5, or  
€ 3 in download on 
www.grandpalais.fr  
 
 

 

open : every day except Tuesdays 
from 10 am to 8 pm. Late night until 10 
pm on Wednesdays. 
July, 14 th : open from 2 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
Early closing at 6 p.m. on Jun 30th. 
Closed on May, 1st. 
 
rates : € 13, concession  € 9 (16-25 
y.o). New: free for visitors  under 16 
years  
Free for job seekers (thanks to Macif 
support in the context of the operation 
"La Macif, la Culture pour tous" ), 
income support beneficiaries and 
pensioners 
 
access : metro line 1, 13 Champs-
Elysées-Clemenceau, line 9 Franklin D. 
Roosevelt 
 
information and bookings 
www.grandpalais.fr 
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